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SUBJECT: IRISH FOREIGN MINISTER TO VISIT ISRAEL AND TURKEY 

1. WE HAVE LEARNED FROM IRISH DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT 
FOREIGN MINISTER GARRET FITZGERALD IN HIS CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT 
OF EC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WILL VISIT ISRAEL JUNE 9-11, AND ANKARA 
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PUBLIC AND SHOULDBE TREATED ACCORDINGLY. 

2. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, FITZGERALD DOES NOT YET HAVE A 
SPECIFIC AGENDA IN MIND FOR EITHER OF THE VISITS AND HIS TALKS 

ARE PRESENTLY ENVISAGED AS EXPLORATORY. THE EC AND THE PRESIDENCY 
HAVE WANTED TO USE GOOD OFFICES TO MAKE A CONSTRUCTIVE CONTRIB 
UTION TO THE CYPRUS AND ARAB/ISRAELI PROBLEMS, WITHOUT "CROSSING 
THE WIRES” OF EFFORTS ALREADY UNDERWAY. 

3. THE EMBASSY IS AWARE THAT USG REASSESSMENT OF MIDDLE EAST 
POLICIES HAD NOT COME TO THE POINT WHERE WE WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE A 
CONSULTATIVE INPUT PRIOR TO FITZGERALD'S TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST 
(PRESENTLY UNDERWAY). WE NOW HAVE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY, WITHIN THE 
US/EC CONSULTATIONS FRAMEWORK, IF THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT 
WOULD BE USEFUL. 
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